President’s Patch

By President Jenny Weaver, photo credit to the author.

A Recap of 2025 for MMGA

What a busy year for the Mat-Su Master Gardeners
Association! So many events, so many successes!
Can you recall it all?

We began in January with a cancelled meeting due
to weather and icy road conditions. But Ellen
Vande Visse, association member, owner, and
thoughtful teacher at Good Earth Garden School,
graciously rescheduled for February. She shared a
wealth of knowledge on Alaskan soils, and how to
supplement home-grown remedies. Remember
how she called on volunteers to help mix various
concoctions, and right before our eyes we
witnessed an immediate chemical reaction that
had us all ooooohing and ahhhing? Such fun!

In March, David lanson, the King of Mycorrhizae
blew our minds (and often went over our heads)
with info on the benefits of how the mycorrhizae
network enhances our soils, increases the surface
area of our plant roots, aids in absorption of both
water and nutrients, and protects our seedlings
from “bad” bacteria and fungi.

We moved our April meeting to Rebarchek and
worked through some technical difficulties to
connect Patrick Ryan, from Anchorage, as he
shared a presentation on “Aging Gracefully in the
Garden.” His slide show was honest and funny as
he showed us things to avoid in our gardens and
how his pups helped nurse him through hip

surgery.
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REGULAR MEETINGS
FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH

NEXT MEETING
DECEMBER 2ND, 6:00 P.M.
LOCATION:
TURKEY RED CONFERENCE ROOM, 550 S ALASKA STREET,
PALMER, ALASKA

HOLIDAY PARTY - SEE PAGE 9 FOR MORE DETAILS. ROOM
OPENS AT 6 PM. DINNER STARTS PROMPTLY AT 6:30 PM.

Back to Classroom #208 for May, Dr. Caley Gatsch
gave a dynamite talk on soil health, which backed
up David lanson’s mycorrhizae session and
offered more information on cover crops, “no till,”
and ways to protect and enhance our soils.

Our plant sale in late May was a huge success, as
usual, with members offering for sale a wealth of
beautiful seedlings, including veggies, herbs,
perennials, annuals, and trees. The magic of set
up and take down was impressive. Thanks Craig
Lisonbee for your help with signs and tables.

Continued on page 2.
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And special thanks to Cathy and her “Crew” who
operated checkout, sorted labels, and counted
(and recounted) prices and quantities. Thanks
everyone!

In June, we amended soil at the Veterans and
Pioneers Home, then returned another day to
beautify the 3 main planters and fill 8 tubs along
the driveway with an assortment of lovely annuals,
perennials, and assorted veggies! Thanks, Dorte
Mobley - you stepped up, and purchased carloads
of plants to complete this job. So many folks turned
out for this event; it really made quick work of the
planting process. Insert round of applause here!
And thanks to the weeders who stopped by
throughout the summer to tend our work and keep
things tidy!!

-
ALASKA VETERANS

Thanks to Michael Kircher for taking on the
Rebarchek Chair role. And a big thanks to David
Thompson for his time and equipment to plow our
plot and make way for the Steve Brown memorial
rhodiola garden. Additional thanks to Deb and Ken
Blaylock, Eva Cohnen-Brown, and Todd and Pearl
Weaver for weeding and tending our planters
there.

On June 14 we celebrated Colony Days and Dawn
Wolski and the Mueller Gang once again wowed
us with their creativity and humor building our fair
float. Grotto Lunkers was celebrated in style with
their huge snail creature on a trailer complete with
Curt and Marge Mueller, cute grandbabies, and a
host of helpers wearing custom snail shirts. Bravo!
Job well done!

July brought us to Arts in the Garden, headed by
Dorte Mobley and Kristen Butcha. As always this
was a fun event in cooperation with the Alaska

Peony Society, the Alaska Rock Garden Society,
and the Valley Garden Club. Thanks again to Deb
and Ken Blaylock, Sue Glenn, Marlun Maestus,
Sandy Hinton, Craig Lisonbee, Todd and Pearl
Weaver, and others (I may have forgotten) for set-
up, take-down, and volunteering during the event.
Special thanks to Kristen and Kristina Tornqvist for
their presentations that day. Oh, and last but not
least, thanks to Mr. Mobley for his help hauling
tents, tables, and chairs.

Kristina Tornqvist headed our Garden Tour
activities, garnering support for our pop-up tours
and a special tour day. Thanks, Dorte Mobley, BJ
Hager, Sue Glenn, and Kristina for sharing your
gardens as pop-up tours. And what a fun garden
tour we had on July 25th! Ellen Vande Visse
started off with a visit to Artemisia Farm. A trip up
Lazy Mountain followed to Singing Nettle Farm
with Zoe Fuller and family. Lunch stop at our
Weaver acres was great fun. We enjoyed lunch
and took respite from the drizzling rain for a
moment to chat with fellow members. Folks then
cruised back down the mountain to visit both
Melanie Charon’s and Sally Koppenberg'’s
gardens. Thanks to those who shared their
gardens with us, and big thanks to Kristina for your
attention to detail on this fun Saturday.
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August came too quickly, along with the Alaska
State Fair. Craig LIsonbee, Deb and Ken Blaylock,
Sue Glenn, and the Weaver trio all volunteered for
intake and judging days in the Crops and Flower
Departments. Our September slide show gave
proof of the many items entered by our members.
And what a load of ribbons we raked in! Thanks to
Todd Weaver for his work on Special Fair Awards.
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Continued on page 3.
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The September meeting at Rebarchek began with
a short presentation on “Kale, the Wonder Food”
and how to preserve it for winter use. We
concluded our meeting with Deb Blaylock’s all-
encompassing presentation on “Garlic.”  She
covered everything from the anatomy of garlic to
different varieties, planting, mulching, nurturing,
and harvesting. A highly informative session with
our largest meeting attendance of the year, which
included 9 guests!

We concluded our guest speaker roster in October
with a rousing performance by Rebecca Emerson
on her first garden in Palmer. During her show,
Rebecca was funny and demonstrative and roped
in the audience with her pointed questions and
request for information. Thank you, Rebeccal

In November, Rhonda Schneider and her two
lovely granddaughters, Pria and Sophie, started off
with a demonstration on how to make seed snails.
Our collective interest was certainly piqued!

Then all eyes were up front as we watched a slide
show on our summer gardens. What a lovely
combo of pics from our summer successes!
Thanks to Rhonda Schneider, Dawn Wolski,
Kristen Butcha, Sue Glenn, Kristina Tornqvist, and
the Weavers for their contributions. Apologies to
David Thompson for missing your slides. | promise
to catch up with you in 2026!

We ended with a lengthy but necessary business
meeting in November. We finished our Standing
Rules revisions, approved the 2026 budget, and
elected officers.

And last but not least, thanks again to Jana Gooch
for organizing our final event of 2025—the Holiday
Potluck and gift exchange! | hope to see you all at
Turkey Red on December 2. Don'’t forget to RSVP
and sign up to bring a dish. More info on this can
be found elsewhere in this newsletter.

Thank you all for your vote of confidence for me to
continue as president in 2026. | do not take your
support for granted or the position lightly and will
work diligently for the association in the new year.
I look forward to working with you all, hearing your
ideas and suggestions, and conjuring another fun
year for Mat-Su Master Gardeners. Wishing you all
the happiest holidays, however you might
celebrate this busy and hopeful season!
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SOMEWHERE IN THYME

WAYBACK ARTICLES FROM PAST MMGA PUBLICATIONS — MASTER GARDENER CURT MUELLER

From the January 2009 MMGA Newsletter
Solstice, Soul, and Soil

What gardener does not look forward with
anticipation to the winter solstice? As this
is being written it is only four short [really
short] days away. It is a time to reflect on
the past year and to dream and plan for
the new one coming. To my mind, the new
year really starts at the winter solstice. It
is a beginning, an awakening, a time for
the days to slowly become longer at first
and then to burgeon into the never-ending
days of our summer. It stirs the soul of the
northern gardener and will soon create a
response in flora and fauna alike. It is ours
to contemplate and enjoy.

Reflection causes one to ponder our
reasons for pursuing our penchant for
gardening. Enjoyment, satisfaction,
creative impulse, love of beauty, tradition,
growing tasty food, exercise, getting
outdoors or beautifying indoors, these
and more are ample reason to garden.
Being challenged vyouthfully, | can
remember World War Two days and the
drive to produce more of our own food in
Victory Gardens, as they were called. Many
things were being rationed at the time,
including some food items, and others
were not always available in the stores.
Gardening became a patriotic effort. For
farm folks gardening was already an
important part of our sustenance, but we
were spurred to greater efforts.

It is especially important in a world that
has people going hungry, to keep our food
production in proper perspective. We need
to hone our skills and teach others and
inspire them to join us in producing some
of our own food. Especially do we need to
instill this virtue in our young people.

There may well come a time again when
we need to use every resource to feed
ourselves and the rest of the world.
Biofuels are using up some really prime
agricultural land throughout the world,
sometimes displacing subsistence
growers. We are not always prudent in our
priorities. Population levels are increasing
at the same time. Farming practices are
severely depleting the soil in some areas.

Whoever thought up the Master Gardening
program had a great idea. To teach a core
of people and have them help disseminate
this knowledge is a very constructive plan.
Thanks are due the Cooperative Extension
Service for making the program possible.
The officers and contributors in our own
club certainly deserve appreciation for
their dedication. Thanks to all of you for
taking time out from your own busy
schedule to keep this program going. That
we have evolved to the point where we can
make a scholarship contribution to a
student is certainly commendable.
Hosting a Master Gardener Conference is
going to be a challenge; one that will
occupy us all.

At this writing, the sun rises and sets
behind the southerly mountain peaks
during the day, disappearing behind
Pioneer Peak for a half hour at midday. It
is a phenomenon to be thoroughly
appreciated. Every tree and bush is laden
with snow and frost, sparkling in the light.
It is a peaceful scene. Indeed, our cup is
overflowing.

Thanks again, friends.
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To Acknowledge our Board of
Directors 2025 and 2026

by Jenny Weaver, President

Thanks to our out-going officers, Cathy Crew and
Jana Gooch, for your years of dedicated service to
MMGA. We acknowledge your expertise and
commitment, both behind the scenes and at each
meeting.

The treasurer pays our bills, issues checks for
reimbursement, balances our checkbook and bank
accounts, constructs a recommended budget for
the next year, files annual reports and forms to
various entities, applies for permits for activities,
manages our membership list, and provides
reports at every business meeting. The BIG event
for the treasurer involves the Plant Sale and goes
well beyond collecting payment from buyers. The
tallying portion of this massive money intake
includes sorting tags by seller, counting and
recounting plant tag amounts and issuing checks
to members. It takes a team to do this after each
plant sale. Much thanks to Cathy Crew, who
maintained this position for well over a decade. We
appreciate your service to our group!

Much thanks also to Jana Gooch for her calm and
steady process of taking minutes and attendance
at each meeting and then providing an accurate
and thoughtful synopsis for our newsletters and
permanent records. For the past few years, Jana
also coordinated the Holiday Potluck, our only real
social event of the year.

THANKS to Deb Blaylock, who remains our At-
Large member. Deb produces our newsletter 11
times a year and writes many of the articles and
short blurbs therein. She manages our Facebook
page—answering questions and posting events
and articles of interest to our members. She also
filters all emails to MMGA, distributes them to
appropriate board members, and wades through
volumes of spam. In addition, Deb keeps us (me
mostly) on our toes regarding By-Laws, Standing
Rules, and the history of our organization in
general.

Eva Cohnen-Brown is not a board member, but up
until recently, and for the last 12 years, has
managed our website and also serves as editor for
Deb on the newsletters. She has posted important
information to our site for members, and maintains
the updated By-Laws, Standing Rules, and
Newsletters. She also takes lots of photos at our
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various activities and events and posts them to the
site. Eva attends many of our events including
Rebarchek and the Veterans and Pioneers Home
planting and providing upkeep throughout the year.
Thank you, Eva!

All of our board members work for us at many
levels, with much work behind the scenes and
often unnoticed by our members. We appreciate all
of you!

Congrats and thanks to our incoming officers.
Kristen Butcha volunteered and was voted in as
our newly elected Vice President. What a luxury it
will be to have a VP for support and advice during
the year 2026! Dorte Mobley agreed to step into
the Treasurer’s spot, allowing Cathy Crew a break
after a busy and harrowing year. Good luck filling
those shoes, Dorte! And thanks to Rebecca
Emerson who volunteered to serve as Secretary
this next year. It will be interesting to see how this
new Al method of taking minutes will pan out.

Thank you all for your help and service to make
MMGA run smoothy and accomplish our goals,
activities, and events!

2026 MMGA Membership

You can renew your annual membership with the
Mat-Su Master Gardeners Association and pay
your dues online. It is quite easy! Go to this link:
https://www.matsumastergardeners.com/ click
on online membership application and fill it out.
Submit the membership form. Then click on one
of the options below the membership form and
pay your dues through our online store. Easy
peasy!

If you’re not inclined to use the online option, you
can download and print out a membership form.
Grab a pen and fill out the form. You can either
bring the form and your dues to the next meeting
—or you can mail it in with a check — please don’t
send cash. Use the address on the membership
form and send it to our membership
coordinator/treasurer.

We appreciate our members and hope you have
enjoyed the last year! We look forward to seeing
you in 2026!
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Care and Culture of
Winter Holiday
Plants

One of the most delightful gifts during the
winter holidays is a living, blooming plant. By
understanding how to care for these beautiful
additions, you can ensure they remain gifts
that bring joy year after year.

Bringing Cheer During the
Winter

When outdoor gardens are dormant and their
blossoms are just memories, plants like
Christmas and Thanksgiving cacti, amaryllis,
poinsettia, and cyclamen brighten our homes
with their vibrant colors and fragrances. With
the right care and feeding, these holiday
plants can continue to bloom and enhance
your home for many seasons.

General Care Guidelines

To keep your holiday bloomers healthy, place
them in bright, indirect sunlight. Blooms will
last longer if you maintain daytime
temperatures between 65 and 75°F and
nighttime temperatures between 50 and
55°F. Be mindful that temperatures near
windows can drop significantly at night. Avoid
exposing your plants to drafts, heat registers,
or air conditioners. Keep the potting media
consistently moist, but not soggy, as dramatic
temperature changes can cause plants to lose
buds and flowers. Check moisture by testing
the potting media with your finger—if it feels
dry up to your first knuckle, it is time to
water. Use room temperature water and
water deeply until excess drains into the
saucer, then discard any remaining water. As
blooms fade, remove them to keep your
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plants attractive and to prevent them from
expending energy on seed production.

Summer Care for Holiday Plants

After blooming, these holiday plants require
ongoing care to ensure they rebloom for the
next holiday season:

e Christmas and Thanksgiving Cactus
(Schlumbergera spp.): Water regularly and
feed with a dilute, balanced fertilizer
about once a month. During the summer,
place them outside in light shade, and
remove plant saucers to prevent water
accumulation from rain.

e Amaryllis Bulbs (Hippeastrum spp.): Once
blooming ends, remove the flower stalk.
Ensure half of the bulb is above the soil
line—if not, adjust by adding potting mix
below the bulb and removing excess from
the top so that the soil line is half an inch
below the rim. Apply a balanced, time-
release fertilizer, noting the date for a
repeat application later in the summer.
Support floppy leaves with a plant stake if
needed. Like the cacti, amaryllis can be
moved outdoors for the summer, without
saucers, in similar light conditions.

e Poinsettias (Euphorbia pulcherrima): To
encourage reblooming, keep the plants
growing actively until March, then reduce
watering and store in a cool, dry place
until  May, maintaining only slight
moisture. In May, cut plants back to 3 to 5
inches, place in a sunny window, and
resume watering. Move them outdoors
(without  saucers) when nighttime
temperatures consistently stay in the 60s,
providing conditions like those for
amaryllis. Pinch the plants once during
summer to promote branching and
fullness.

Continued on page 7.
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e Cyclamen (Cyclamen persicum): These
prefer cool temperatures, bright sunlight,
and regular watering while avoiding
wetting the crown. After blooming,
gradually reduce water and allow the
plant to dry. Remove the corm and store
it in peat moss or vermiculite at 50°F. In
June, repot the corm with the potting
media slightly above its midpoint and
resume watering. After about three
weeks, move the plant outside with the
others, without a saucer, and fertilize
twice a month with a balanced, dilute
fertilizer.

Encouraging Reblooming

e Christmas and Thanksgiving Cactus: These
are the easiest to rebloom, needing cool
temperatures and short days. Bring them
indoors at the end of summer when
nighttime temperatures drop below 50°F.
Repot if necessary and place them in a
cool window with natural light. Once
blooming begins, you can move them
around your home for display but return
them to their preferred spot for the
remainder of winter.

e Amaryllis Bulbs: After the growing period,
allow amaryllis a rest. You may keep the
bulbs in their pots or store them out of the
soil. For potted bulbs, turn pots on their
sides and store in a cool place, suspending
watering until leaves have dried out (six
weeks or more). Remove dead foliage,
clean the bulbs, and water sparingly until
new growth appears, then begin the cycle
anew. For later blooms, let the first hard
frost kill the foliage, then remove and dry
bulbs before storing them upright in a
loosely covered container. Repot early in
the new year to start the next cycle.

e Poinsettias: These require long nights to
set flower buds. Bring them indoors when
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nighttime temperatures fall below 60°F.
Starting around October 1, ensure the
plants receive darkness from 5:00 p.m. to
8:00 a.m. (15 hours) each night—this may
require covering them with a lightproof
box. Continue this routine until
Thanksgiving, by which time buds should
have formed.

e Cyclamen: Bring cyclamen indoors before
the first frost and place them in a sunny,
cool window. Water regularly and enjoy
their beautiful blooms.

This information is based on general
horticultural care guidelines for popular
holiday plants such as Christmas and
Thanksgiving cactus, amaryllis, poinsettias,
and cyclamen. For more detailed advice,
consult reputable sources like university
extension services, horticultural societies, or
plant care manuals commonly available in
gardening literature. (Martey Costello, 2023),
Online: https://extension.psu.edu/care-and-
culture-of-winter-holiday-plants, accessed 15
November 2025, Penn State Extension.
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Seed Starts using “Seed Snails,” by Rhonda Schneider
To start your seeds:

1. Using sheets of packaging foam, cut and roll out a strip approximately 36 inches long by 9
inches wide.

Spread a generous layer planting soil on the entire strip, approximately ¥4 to %2 “ thick.
Place seeds an inch apart, across the top in a row, 2 inches from the top of the strip.
Spray the soil and seeds with water to gently moisten.

Place another sheet of the same sized foam on top of the strip.

Firmly roll up the strip and tie it with twine.

Label the roll and stand in a container with sides. (I used a rectangular container that
would hold 6 rolls.)

8. Add water (approximately %2 inch) to the container.

9. The soil will absorb the water it needs. Check frequently and add water as needed.

10. Place the container in a well-lit area as you would for seeds started in small pots in trays.
11.Enjoy starting more seeds in less space ©

.\IO\U'IA(.UN

When plants reach the size you want for transplanting:

1. Lay the roll on its side, remove the twine, and unroll.
2. Remove the top layer of packing foam.

~ 3. Gently lift each plant from the sturdiest part of the stem.
4. You will notice that the roots grow in a perfectly straight
 line.
~ 5. Transplant as you would any other plant.
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2025 Mat-Su Master Gardeners Association Christmas Party Info

By Jana Gooch, Christmas Party Coordinator

The banquet room at Turkey Red has been reserved for Tuesday December 2 at 6 pm. This will be a
potluck. RSVPs need to go to janahelp@yahoo.com or text to 907-982-3244. | need RSVPs no later
than Friday, November 28. Please send your name and the number to your party. A gentle reminder
RSVPs close at midnight on the 28™". Members are requested to respect the process as last year we
had an issue with people coming at the last minute without an appropriate RSVP by the deadline. The
restaurant did not have enough seating set out for the extra attendees. Fortunately, Ken was able to
remedy the issue. You will receive a confirmation email (or text if you texted) so you know your RSVP has
been received. If you don’t get an RSVP confirmation within 24 hours, then reach out to Jenny (or
whomever).

We will have a gift exchange similar to last year’s Dirty Santa gift exchange, but we aren’t calling it Dirty
Santa because there was confusion last year as to what type of gifts to bring—lol. There is a suggested
$25 cap on the gift you bring. If you bring a gift you will bring a gift home. We will draw numbers to
determine what order you will go in to choose a mystery gift.

There will be a special contest for wearing the items which are green! Please join in by wearing as many
green items as you can. The person wearing the most green items will get a special prize! Rumor is there
might be some type of gift card. This should be fun to see how creative we can get.

We are looking for a couple volunteers to cook the turkey and the ham. The club will buy the turkey and
the ham if the shopper will provide a receipt. Please let Jana know if you can help with this.

If you haven’t already, please let us know what you’ll be bringing to the potluck. Please choose a side
dish, salad, dessert or other item to bring to the potluck. Each family should sign up for one. Note —the
sign-up genius isn’t the same as RSVPing to Jana. Link to the Sign Up Genius:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0844AEA82FA3FECF8-59275179-2025



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0844AEA82FA3FECF8-59275179-2025
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Minutes of the
November 3 Mat Su Master
Gardeners Meeting

Present were Ken and Deb Blaylock, Kristina
Tornqvist, Marge Mueller, Sue Glenn, Cathy
Crew, Craig Lisonbee, Ellen VandeVisse,
Jenny, Pearl and Todd Weaver, Steven
Spurger, Rhonda Schneider, Pria and Paige
Goslin, Gregory Kalal, Dawn Wolski, Dorte
Mobley, Bonnie Hager, Kristen Buchta.

Meeting was called to order at 7 pm by
President Jenny Weaver and the agenda was
approved.

Minutes from October meeting were in
newsletter and approved after motion by
Ken/Craig. Jenny thanked Deb for writing the
minutes last month when secretary was
absent.

Treasurer’s report was presented by Cathy,
who mentioned that we need a receipt from
Sue Wallin for the $100 bench
reimbursement. The Steve Brown plaque has
still not been made and paid for. Kathy
brought plant labels from the sale to hand out
to members who hadn’t gotten them.

President Jenny reported that Stephanie
Nowers, who had been at the last meetings,
gave Jenny a connection to the college and
that if we decide to host the 2026 MG
conference, we might be able to use
classrooms there for $170 a day. The
conference committee will investigate more.
Jenny also thanked Kristina for arranging the
garden tour and for the beautiful thank-you
for being on the tour card. Jenny also asked
if we had noticed the light in the parking lot
which everyone had. In a conversation with
Dawn, Jenny could report that the Mueller
family probably would be interested in
creating a float for the Colony Day Parade
again next year.

Kristina reported on the letter she has written
about the Forget Me Not Garden to send to
the State Fair board - preferably in middle of
November. She has sent it to 10 different
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garden clubs in the area, and she is hoping
that all clubs will add their two cents to it.
Motion (Dorte/Ken) to have Jenny decide
wording of the letter from us and send it to
the board was passed unanimously. Ellen
suggested that we also talk to some
“dignitaries” from the community and make
them aware.

Rhonda Schneider demonstrated how to
create a Snail Roll for starting seeds using
packing foam, potting mix and some seeds
and make rolls instead of using plastic pots in
trays. It saves a ton of space, and the roots
are straight and easy to plant out in the
garden.

Christmas party will be at Turkey Red Dec 2.
More information will be emailed out and in
the newsletter.

Standing Rules were amended and approved.

Dorte made a motion to move the plant sale
to first Saturday of June instead of the
Saturday after Memorial Day (Bonnie
seconded). After discussion, motion failed.

Budget was approved as presented.

Elections were held and the following slate
was approved:

e President Jenny Weaver

e Vice President Kristen Buchta

e Secretary Rebecca Emerson

e Treasurer Birgit Dorte Mobley
[}

Member at Large Deb Blaylock

With Birgit Dorte Mobley becoming treasurer,
the outgoing treasurer, Cathy Crew, will go to
First National and Mat Valley Federal Credit
Union and add her to the Mat Su Master
Gardeners bank accounts and get Cathy off.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 after a slide
presentation with pictures and comments
from different members.

Submitted by Dorte Mobley
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Garden Li n kS (updated March 2024)

Alaska AgrAbility Program **New Mar 2024**
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/agriculture/agrability/index.php

Alaska Botanical Garden
http://www.alaskabg.org/

Alaska Center for Conservation Science
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/botany/

Alaska Community Forestry
https://forestry.alaska.gov/community/index

Arbor Day Foundation
www.arborday.org

Alaska Division of Agriculture L
http://dnr.alaska.gov/ag/

Alaska Garden Clubs
http://www.alaskagardenclubs.org

Alaska Grown
http://www.buyalaskagrown.com/

Alaska Master Gardeners Association, Anchorage
http://alaskamastergardeners.org/

Alaska Native Plant Society
http://www.aknps.org/

Alaska Non-Native Species List

https://accs.uaa.alaska.edu/invasive-species/non-native-plant-

W’

w*

species-list/

Alaska Orchid Society
http://www.akorchid.org/

Alaska Peony Society
https://www.alaskapeonysociety.com/

Alaska Pioneer Fruit Growers Association
http://www.apfga.org/

Alaska Plant Materials Center
http://plants.alaska.gov/

Alaska Rhodiola
https://www.akroseroot.com /

Alaska Rock Garden Society
http://www.akrockgardensociety.org/

Flora of North America
http://floranorthamerica.org/

Good Earth Garden School
https://www.goodearthgardenschool.com/

Georgeson Botanical Garden
https://georgesonbotanicalgarden.org/

iNaturalist ***New May 2024***
https://www.inaturalist.org/

Integrated Pest Management Program
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ipm/

IPM Alaska Pest Reporter
https://plw.man.mybluehost.me/

Junior Master Gardener
http://www.jmgkids.us/

Landscape Plants for Alaska
https://visionplusapps.com/alaska-plants/

Mat-Su Borough Rain Garden Program
http://www.matsugov.us/environment/raingardens

Mat-Su Master Gardener Website
www.matsumastergardeners.com

Master Gardener Research Link (Extension)
https://extension.org/search/

Master Gardeners of the Tanana Valley
https://fairbanksmastergardeners.wordpress.com/

Mat-Su/Copper River Cooperative Extension Service
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/matsu/

Matanuska Experiment Farm and Extension Services
https://www.uaf.edu/afes/places/palmer/

National AgrAbility Program **New Mar 2024**
http://www.agrability.org/

Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District
http://palmersoilandwater.org/

Society of American Foresters, Cook Inlet Chapter
https://forestry.org/cook-inlet-seedling-sale/

South-Central Alaska Beekeepers Assoc.
http://www.sababeekeepers.com/

Southeast Alaska Master Gardeners Association
http://seak-mastergardeners.org/index.html

Sustainable Agriculture — UAF
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/agriculture/sare/

UAF Cooperative Extension Service
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/

UAF Cooperative Extension Service Publications
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/pubs/catalog/

UAF CES Citizen Pest Monitoring Portal
https://pestreporter.alaska.edu/

UAF Herbarium
http://www.uaf.edu/museum/collections/herb/

UAF Alaska Master Gardener Program
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/garden/mastergardeners/

University of Saskatchewan Fruit Program
www.fruit.usask.ca

USDA/NRCS Plant Database
https://plants.usda.gov/home

Wildflower Garden Club of Alaska
https://wildflowergardenclub.org/



https://www.uaf.edu/ces/agriculture/agrability/index.php
http://www.alaskabg.org/
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/botany/
https://forestry.alaska.gov/community/index
http://www.arborday.org/
http://dnr.alaska.gov/ag/
http://www.alaskagardenclubs.org/
http://www.buyalaskagrown.com/
http://alaskamastergardeners.org/
http://www.aknps.org/
https://accs.uaa.alaska.edu/invasive-species/non-native-plant-species-list/
https://accs.uaa.alaska.edu/invasive-species/non-native-plant-species-list/
http://www.akorchid.org/
https://www.alaskapeonysociety.com/
http://www.apfga.org/
http://plants.alaska.gov/
https://www.akroseroot.com/
http://www.akrockgardensociety.org/
http://floranorthamerica.org/
https://www.goodearthgardenschool.com/
https://georgesonbotanicalgarden.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ipm/
https://plw.man.mybluehost.me/
http://www.jmgkids.us/
https://visionplusapps.com/alaska-plants/
http://www.matsugov.us/environment/raingardens
http://www.matsumastergardeners.com/
https://extension.org/search/
https://fairbanksmastergardeners.wordpress.com/
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/matsu/
https://www.uaf.edu/afes/places/palmer/
http://www.agrability.org/
http://palmersoilandwater.org/
https://forestry.org/cook-inlet-seedling-sale/
http://www.sababeekeepers.com/
http://seak-mastergardeners.org/index.html
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/agriculture/sare/
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/pubs/catalog/
https://pestreporter.alaska.edu/
http://www.uaf.edu/museum/collections/herb/
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/garden/mastergardeners/
http://www.fruit.usask.ca/
https://plants.usda.gov/home
https://wildflowergardenclub.org/
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BOARD OF DIRECTOR CONTACT INFO

President: Jenny Weaver 907-982-5446
Vice President: Kevin Johnson 907-775-2808
Secretary: Jana Gooch 907 746-2891
Treasurer: Cathy Crew 907-632-4401

Member at Large:

Deb Blaylock

907-746-6045

If you have gardening news, photos, or information you would like to share in the
newsletter, please send to the MMGA email.

Website: www.matsumastergardeners.com/

Email: matsumastergardeners@gmail.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DECEMBER 2025 AND BEYOND

Dec 2, Palmer, Turkey Red Conference Room,
Christmas Party - Note - this is a Tuesday

2026

Jan 5, Regular Meeting
Feb 2, Regular Meeting
Mar 2, Regular Meeting
Apr 6, Regular Meeting
May 4, Regular Meeting
May 30, Palmer, Annual Plant Sale
Sep 14, Regular Meeting
Oct 5, Regular Meeting
Nov 2, Regular Meeting
Dec TBD, Holiday Party

Don’t forget to check out the photos tab on
our webpage! Eva updates it periodically
from activities our Association participates
in.
https://www.matsumastergardeners.com/photos.html

Cluble Membiership

The membership year runs from January to December
each year. Annual individual memberships are $15,
and family memberships are $20. Family memberships
are only for family members living in the same
household. The deadline to join is March 2, 2026, to
be listed in the annual membership directory.

Join or renew online.

Fhank yeu!

How and What to Submit for
the Monthly Newsletter

Your submissions are appreciated and make our newsletter
what it is - so do not be shy about submitting items for
publication.
However, there are a few rules which we all must pay
attention to:

Articles, stories, poetry, upcoming events, and pictures
(garden-related) are needed for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please submit pictures in JPEG format and other items in
Word format with no special formatting other than
paragraphs. When submitting pictures, please provide a
brief caption or explanation as to who or what is in the
picture.

If you are not the author or photographer, please ensure you
have permission of the author or photographer to use their
material in the newsletter. The newsletter publisher is not
responsible for obtaining this for you.

Please do not provide magazine articles or pictures from the
internet unless they are public domain items.

Deadline for submission of articles and info: 20t day of
each month ~~ Thank you~~



http://www.matsumastergardeners.com/
mailto:matsumastergardeners@gmail.com
https://www.matsumastergardeners.com/photos.html

Like us on
ILL) Facebook

Website: www.matsumastergardeners.com/

December 2025

Email: matsumastergardeners@gmail.com

MAT-SU MASTER GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 598

PALMER, AK 99645



http://www.matsumastergardeners.com/
mailto:matsumastergardeners@gmail.com

