President’s Patch

By President Jenny Weaver

Looking back on 2025, | am happy to be a member
of the Mat-Su Master Gardener Association! | am
glad our committee chairs and volunteers helped
to sponsor and coordinate successful events and
speakers. | am thankful for the thoughtful and
often humorous banter that we share during our
monthly meetings. | am also so glad to get to know
many of you better through our meetings,
activities, and private conversations. | appreciate
how many of you reach out to share your ideas and
concerns with me.

| am excited to move forward with Mat-Su Master
Gardener Activities for 2026. How do we improve
upon our presence at Rebarchek? Can we enhance
our plantings at the Palmer Veterans and Pioneers
Home? What details might we add to our success
with Arts in the Garden and the annual plant sale?
We can accomplish so much - and have fun doing
it with the help of our membership, which includes
so many diverse personalities and such a depth of
gardening expertise.

Please join us whenever and however you can - for
our monthly meetings, annual activities, or behind
the scenes taking care of business. Our association
is made stronger by each individual member and
your contributions of time, insight, and
experience, including your questions and critiques.
Everyone can help!

As | write this, the wind howls outside our Lazy
Mountain home. It rattles my brain as well as our
windows. | find no comfort in local weather
reports that forecast continued gale winds and
lows into single digits. Where is the snow? The
snow that should provide insulation for my many
perennials....

Like all of you, | look forward to the next growing
season and have begun to dream (fantasize?)
about what projects we might begin and/or
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complete in 2026. What new methods and tactics
that | learned this year can we incorporate to feed
our soil, deter pests, and reap a healthy harvest?
How can | improve upon what we already have
growing in our gardens? | was so inspired by our
Gardener’s Slide Show, to learn what our members
grow, how they grow it, and how they process the
harvest. Your efforts and knowledge inspire me to
do more and to do it better!

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays everyone!
It’s so good to know you. | look forward to meeting
and working with you all in the new year!
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SOMEWHERE IN THYME
WAYBACK ARTICLES FROM PAST MMGA PUBLICATIONS

Food for Thought
By Master Gardener Curt Mueller
Originally published January 2012

In the waning days of an old year and at
the beginning of a new one, it is fair to
ponder our place in the world and the
human condition in general. Political and
economic affairs are always with us, and it
is difficult to determine what paths to
follow. There is much dissatisfaction in
many places, even in our own country, and
we struggle to help create a more livable
world. Indeed, we are all in this together.

As Master Gardeners we have been
privileged to gain knowledge and
experience to improve our own lives. We
have reached out to some extent to help
educate others and will continue to do so.
We can do more.

It is an enjoyable part of life to beautify
our surroundings. Creating beauty and
artistry have long been a part of humanity,
and we find it very satisfying. Landscaping
and growing ornamental flowers and trees
and shrubs are part of what we do. Many
of us grow food as well, and this can be
good to look at as well as providing
healthful sustenance.

Humankind has been careless with the
stewardship of this earth. We can do
better. Throughout this country and in
many places in the world some of the most
productive farmland has been turned into
residential areas. Alaska is no exception.
It is fair to want a piece of the American
dream, to own a piece of land with a good

home on it. Herein lies a problem. The
world population continues to burgeon.
Droughts and natural disasters exacerbate
the situation. We need to be able to feed
everyone.

For those of us who remember, there was
a time when most of the U.S. population
lived on farms and another great
percentage lived in small towns. Most had
gardens. This has changed and continues
to change. Most of the world's people now
live in big cities. Indeed, we are
vulnerable. We are no longer able to
produce life's necessities by ourselves, if
we ever were. We are dependent on many
sources for these things.

It would seem logical that we who own a
productive piece of ground use it to
produce some food. Those who live on
what was previously good farmland could
use a part of it to grow fresh wholesome
produce. At some point it will probably
become necessary to utilize this
underused resource. As experienced
gardeners we can encourage this and
show people how to do this. Many people
would find great satisfaction in being able
to provide for themselves a part of their
needs. For those lacking much space even
a thirty square foot raised bed could be a
productive food source.

Our country is a great provider of food
for the world. We can use this land
resource to help feed people. We can help.

Thanks, folks.
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January Meeting Features Guest
Speaker Anne-Corrine Kell of Sun
Circle Farm

Join us Monday, January 5 at the Rebarchek Barn,
when Anne-Corrine Kell from Sun Circle Farm
shares information about Sun Circle Farm and her
beliefs and experiences as an organic farmer.

About Anne-Corinne Kell, from the Sun Circle
Farm website, www.suncirclefarm.com.

I have been farming since 2008 and am perpetually
swearing that I am done expanding and trying new
things - all the while eyeing the next big project. |
love how farming involves my mind, body and soul
and never really gets boring. 1 am still trying to
figure out how to walk away even when the
chickweed 1is winning (because it is always
winning) but I look forward to continuing to
struggle towards that elusive work-life balance.
After all these years it still utterly amazes me that [
can grow an onion from a tiny seed. I love picky
weeding, crop planning, harvesting greens,
suckering my tomatoes and cucumbers, and talking
about farming.

About Sun Circle Farm

I offer a large variety of fresh, high quality, USDA-
Certified Organic produce, and flowers. It is my
belief that when I view the farm holistically and
focus on putting in place complementary systems
encouraging healthy living soils and biologically

diverse plant rotations, I move towards true
sustainability.

I started the farm in 2011 with half a rough-tilled
acre and no moose fence. Over the years we have
steadily expanded. In 2021 we added yet another
half-acre to accommodate our growing flower
enterprise, bringing our total area under cultivation
to about 2 1/2-3 acres behind a (usually effective!)
moose-and-cattle fence. We currently have 9
passive covered structures and one ‘"real"
greenhouse with heat and year-round cover. The
years have seen us add an irrigation system, our
second walk-in cooler, various new roof lines and
a "flower studio" addition to the harvest shed, and
an ever-evolving array of new tools and techniques.



http://www.suncirclefarm.com/
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Photos from the Christmas Party
Provided by Eva Cohnen-Brown, Jana Gooch, and Jenny Weaver
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Jana Gooch, Coordinator of our Holiday Potluck,
provides info and instructions to guests during dinner.

Stephen Brown memorial plaque to be placed in
the MMGA plot at Rebarchek Farm
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It’s almost that time of year - seed ordering and starting for the summer! Here are some resources to
help you out.

Seed Starting & Transplanting, HGA-00032,
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/publications/database/gardening/seed-starting-transplanting.php
Recommended Variety List for Southcentral Alaska, HGA-0003,
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/publications/database/gardening/recommended-variety-southcentral.php
Procedures for the Wet Paper Towel Germination Test, FGV-00249,
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/publications/database/gardening/procedures-wet-towel-germ.php

16 Easy Steps to Gardening in Alaska, HGA-00134,
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/publications/database/gardening/easy-steps-gardening-alaska.php

You can find more gardening publications at:
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/publications/database/index.php

Here’s a list of some of the more popular seed companies or seed catalogs.

U Adaptive Seeds: https://www.adaptiveseeds.com/

o Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds: https://www.rareseeds.com/

o Best Cool Seeds aka Denali Seed Company (Founded in Alaska by an Alaskan):
https://www.bestcoolseeds.com/

U Ed Hume Garden Seeds: https://www.humeseeds.com/

U Eden Brothers: https://www.edenbrothers.com/

. Fedco Seeds: https://www.fedcoseeds.com/

o Foundroot (Alaska company): https://www.foundroot.com/

o High Mowing Organic Seeds: https://www.highmowingseeds.com/

o Hudson Valley Seed Co: https://hudsonvalleyseed.com/

o Johnny’s Selected Seeds: https://www.johnnyseeds.com/

o Park Seed Company: https://parkseed.com/

o Peaceful Valley Farm & Garden Supply: https://www.groworganic.com/

o Pinetree Garden Seeds: https://www.superseeds.com/

o Renee’s Garden Seeds: https://www.reneesgarden.com/

o Richters Herbs: https://www.richters.com/

o St. Isidore Farm, Alaska Wildflower Seed (Alaska company): https://www.stisidorefarmak.com/
o Seed Savers Exchange Heirloom Seeds: https://www.seedsavers.org/

o Seeds and Soil Farm - Palmer (Alaska company): https://seedsandsoilorganics.com/
o Seeds N Such: https://seedsnsuch.com/

o Strictly Medicinal Seeds: https://strictlymedicinalseeds.com/

o Territorial Seed Company: http://www.territorialseed.com/

o True Leaf Market: https://www.trueleafmarket.com/

o Veseys (Canada & US): https://www.veseys.com/

o Victory Seeds: https://www.victoryseeds.com/

o Alaska Native Plant Society Seeds: https://www.facebook.com/alaskanativeplantseeds

You can also find seed racks at many of the local stores and greenhouses.
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Garden Li n kS (updated March 2024)

Alaska AgrAbility Program **New Mar 2024**
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/agriculture/agrability/index.php

Alaska Botanical Garden
http://www.alaskabg.org/

Alaska Center for Conservation Science
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/botany/

Alaska Community Forestry
https://forestry.alaska.gov/community/index

Arbor Day Foundation
www.arborday.org

Alaska Division of Agriculture L
http://dnr.alaska.gov/ag/

Alaska Garden Clubs
http://www.alaskagardenclubs.org

Alaska Grown
http://www.buyalaskagrown.com/

Alaska Master Gardeners Association, Anchorage
http://alaskamastergardeners.org/

Alaska Native Plant Society
http://www.aknps.org/

Alaska Non-Native Species List

https://accs.uaa.alaska.edu/invasive-species/non-native-plant-

W’

w*

species-list/

Alaska Orchid Society
http://www.akorchid.org/

Alaska Peony Society
https://www.alaskapeonysociety.com/

Alaska Pioneer Fruit Growers Association
http://www.apfga.org/

Alaska Plant Materials Center
http://plants.alaska.gov/

Alaska Rhodiola
https://www.akroseroot.com /

Alaska Rock Garden Society
http://www.akrockgardensociety.org/

Flora of North America
http://floranorthamerica.org/

Good Earth Garden School
https://www.goodearthgardenschool.com/

Georgeson Botanical Garden
https://georgesonbotanicalgarden.org/

iNaturalist ***New May 2024***
https://www.inaturalist.org/

Integrated Pest Management Program
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ipm/

IPM Alaska Pest Reporter
https://plw.man.mybluehost.me/

Junior Master Gardener
http://www.jmgkids.us/

Landscape Plants for Alaska
https://visionplusapps.com/alaska-plants/

Mat-Su Borough Rain Garden Program
http://www.matsugov.us/environment/raingardens

Mat-Su Master Gardener Website
www.matsumastergardeners.com

Master Gardener Research Link (Extension)
https://extension.org/search/

Master Gardeners of the Tanana Valley
https://fairbanksmastergardeners.wordpress.com/

Mat-Su/Copper River Cooperative Extension Service
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/districts/matsu/

Matanuska Experiment Farm and Extension Services
https://www.uaf.edu/afes/places/palmer/

National AgrAbility Program **New Mar 2024**
http://www.agrability.org/

Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District
http://palmersoilandwater.org/

Society of American Foresters, Cook Inlet Chapter
https://forestry.org/cook-inlet-seedling-sale/

South-Central Alaska Beekeepers Assoc.
http://www.sababeekeepers.com/

Southeast Alaska Master Gardeners Association
http://seak-mastergardeners.org/index.html

Sustainable Agriculture — UAF
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/agriculture/sare/

UAF Cooperative Extension Service
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/

UAF Cooperative Extension Service Publications
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/pubs/catalog/

UAF CES Citizen Pest Monitoring Portal
https://pestreporter.alaska.edu/

UAF Herbarium
http://www.uaf.edu/museum/collections/herb/

UAF Alaska Master Gardener Program
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/garden/mastergardeners/

University of Saskatchewan Fruit Program
www.fruit.usask.ca

USDA/NRCS Plant Database
https://plants.usda.gov/home

Wildflower Garden Club of Alaska
https://wildflowergardenclub.org/
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BOARD OF DIRECTOR CONTACT INFO

-

President:

Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Member at Large:

Jenny Weaver
Kristin Buchta
Rebecca Emerson
Dorte Mobley

Deb Blaylock
If you have gardening news, photos, or information you would like to share in the
newsletter, please send to the MMGA email.

Website: www.matsumastergardeners.com/

~

907-982-5446
907-350-4429
334-207-5217
907-232-5422
907-746-6045

Email: matsumastergardeners@gmail.com

o

J

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY 2026 AND BEYOND

Jan 5, Regular Meeting, Ann-Corrine Kell, Sun
Circle Farm

Feb 2, Regular Meeting

Mar 2, Regular Meeting

Apr 6, Regular Meeting

May 4, Regular Meeting

May 30, Palmer, Annual Plant Sale
Sep 14, Regular Meeting

Oct 5, Regular Meeting

Nov 2, Regular Meeting

Dec TBD, Holiday Party

Don’t forget to check out the photos tab on
our webpage! It is periodically updated with
photos from activities our Association

participates in.
https://www.matsumastergardeners.com/photos.html

Cluble Membiership

The membership year runs from January to December
each year. Annual individual memberships are $15,
and family memberships are $20. Family memberships
are only for family members living in the same
household. The deadline to join is March 2, 2026, to
be listed in the annual membership directory.

Join or renew online.

Fhank yeu!

How and What to Submit for
the Monthly Newsletter

Your submissions are appreciated and make our newsletter
what it is - so do not be shy about submitting items for
publication.
However, there are a few rules which we all must pay
attention to:

Articles, stories, poetry, upcoming events, and pictures
(garden-related) are needed for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please submit pictures in JPEG format and other items in
Word format with no special formatting other than
paragraphs. When submitting pictures, please provide a
brief caption or explanation as to who or what is in the
picture.

If you are not the author or photographer, please ensure you
have permission of the author or photographer to use their
material in the newsletter. The newsletter publisher is not
responsible for obtaining this for you.

Please do not provide magazine articles or pictures from the
internet unless they are public domain items.

Deadline for submission of articles and info: 20t day of
each month ~~ Thank you~~
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Like us on
ILL) Facebook

Website: www.matsumastergardeners.com/

January 2026

Email: matsumastergardeners@gmail.com

MAT-SU MASTER GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 598

PALMER, AK 99645
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